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-1-
FORCWORD

The Federal-State Mdrket News Service opened a field office
in Yuma, Arizona June 1, 1964. This service eas made poss-
ible by the U. S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural
Marketing Service, Fruit & Vegetable Division and the Ariz-
ona Fruit and Vegetable Standardization Service.

The information contained in this summary was obtained

chiefly from the daily reports issued at Yuma. Other sources
of information include the Arizona Fruit and Vegetable Stand-
ardization Service under the supervision of Mr. Loren Pike

and Mr. Lloyd Burr, district supervisor; also the local office
of the Southern Pacific Railroad as well as other Railroad
companies in other districts, and Mr. Richard Jones, local
representative for the Pacific Fruit Express company.

We wish to express our sincere appreciation to members of the
industry for thier cooperation and time which has made these
reports possible. We would like to thank The Yuma Daily Sun
and other newspapers who have helped in getting a timely re-
port to the trade in this area.

Requests for additional copies of this summary should be sent
to the U. S. Department of Agriculture, A.M.S., Fruit and
Vegetable Nivision, Market News Rranch, Washington, D.C. 20250.
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NARRATIVE REVIEW

18,013 acres of cantaloups were planted for this season, an excess of
more than 2,000 acres above the previous year. The intentions of the
growers was to have a deal well spread out, with the hopes of starting
around May 20th and continuing until July 20th. This plan was wrecked
by adnormal weather conditions which for the first five months of the
year had a daily temperature average of 6 degrees below the norm. As
& result December, January and February plantings of around 12,000
acres were practically dormant until after March 1st.

Not only were fields barely ahead of March fields, but also the long
cold weather was conducive to root rot and numerous fungus infections.
Root structure was so weakened that the plants at maturity could not
stand any amount of heat. Almost continuous windy weather during March
and April reduced the melon set to the lcwest in years.

Because of the continued cold weather, the hoped for early start did
not materialize, In fact, the start of shipments on June 1st was the
latest start on record since Yuma became a major melon shipping point.
Extreme heat did not hit until June 22nd so that the bulk of melons
from the early fields were harvested before vines died. Despite the
many adverse factors, the favorable weather in June and July enabled
Shippers to realize a yield of 118 crates per acre.

The first F.0.B. report was issued June 8th. F.0.B. prices started at
$7.00 for 36s with an eccasional lot as high as $7.50; the low price
reported for this size was $3.50 near the end of the season. The ma j-
ority of sales for 36s were §.00-6.50. 27s generally sold for 50¢
lower. No record was kept for the percentage of sizes, however the
approximate breakdown would be 60-65% 36s and 27s. The remaing sizes
were mostly 45s with few 23s. The percentage of "Second labels" or
"Western Choice" was probably larger than for most previous seasons
due to quality reasons already noted, although the demand remained
generally fairly good throughout the harvest season.

The 1964 season was certainly not a financial success; Indeed many
audits were made in the ledger in red ink, especially those growers
whose yields were below the average. There were yields reported as
low as 65 and 75 crates per acre. Slight profits were realized by
those growers whose yields were average or above. The F.O.B. prices
regained very good throughout but the low yields coupled with the
extremely high cost of production kept the net profits small or non-
existent. Most growers and shippers were content however that thier
losses were not greater as the outlook at the beginning of the har-
vest season was very discouraging.

The final F.0.B. report was issued July 14th and shows that 3,205
cars were shipped by rail, however light shipments continued through
July 22nd and final rail totals were 3,273 compared with 3,742 last
season. 148 rail-truck (piggy-back) loads were shipped this season.
The average lading per car was 460 crates; the heavier lading can

be attributed to solid loading and partially to an increase in the
percentage of larger equipment. Truck shipment totals were 1,742
this season compared to 1,874 in 1963. Truck equivalents are based
on 400 crates per truck.
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TABIE NO. 1 SHIPIENTS - RAIL AND TRUCK ..QVEi ENT

“YOME — — ~ PARKER ™ — OTZER ZRTZT "IMP. VIY — ~ BIYTEE  — — TETAS — — ~ MEXICO — _ TOTAT®
?ﬁnﬂ'e Eail.Trusk_ Bail Truck Rail Truck Beil Truck_ Rail Truck  Rail Truck Rail Truck  Reil Tru
1 - 2 - - - - - 4 - - 60 37 72 9 132 5
2 - - - - - - 2 6 - ~ 66 44 49 9 107 &
3 1 6 - - - - 4 6 - -~ 56 34 76 13 137 &
4 i 4 - - - - 2 8 - - 49 54 74 2 126 6
g g g - - - - 3 9 T N 52 30 56 4 115 5
7 e ¥ - - - - § 8§ L r & 8 6 § B L
8 16 29 - - - - 9 14 2 2 40 29 45 5 112 7
9 16 27 - - - - 9 12 - 1 80 29 32 11 106 &
10 25 23 - - - - 10 11 2 1 37 16 51 11 125 &
11 3 2 - - - - 7 15 1 2 48 - 57 8 136 &
12 38 3 - - - - 14 4 3 2 39 28 40 3 134 7
13 61 46 - - - - 15 8 2 5 48 - 45 10 161 7
14 57 54 - - - - 15 16 3 3 29 - 26 5 130 7
%5 1§o 29 - - - - %2 18 7 10 8 - %8 3 137 10
5 B8 5 - - - - 2 B B g B 5 ¥ ¢ & 3
18 170 49 - 2 - - 10 11 23 7 10 ~ 18 - 231 &
19 144 89 - - - - 10 8 25 7 13 - 24 2 216 7
2 133 78 2 - - - 6 13 31 8 10 -~ 19 1 201 1O
21 136 50 2 1 - - § n8 25 7 1 -~ 23 - 192 ‘6
22 136 78 4 - - - 6 - 40 12 4 - 13 1 203 10
23 169 87 4 1 - - 4 8 39 15 2 - 9 ~ 227 11
24 168 66 5 1 - - 3 9 39 14 1 - 6 - 222 9
25 159 68 4 -is - - 3 6 41 21 4 - i - 212
26 190 78 8 - 1 4 3 35 8 7 - - - 224 9
27 145 80 12 3 - 2 2 2 32 16 1 - - ~ 192 10
28 112 70 13 2 1 - 1 2 2 13 - - - -~ 153 &8
29 116 58 7 3 3 - 3+ 3+« 2 19 5 - - -~ 185 @8
301 107 81 13 2 2 3 - 2 16 16 4 - - - 142 10
uly
1 65 12 3 4 - 5 R 21 8 4 - - - 138 &
2 102 34 12 3 4 - 8 6 23 6 - - - -~ 148 &
3 106 27 15 2 3 1 10 7 22 6 - - - -~ 154 4
4 107 30 13 5 5 2 17 12 21 9 - - - - 163 7
5 67 33 17 ‘6 8 1 Z3 i 21 9 - - - -~ 151 ¢
6 63 44 1 7 7 1 44 2/ 16 12 2 - - - 181 g
7 66 30 20 2 7 - g2 27 16 9 - - - -~ 1711 &
8 51 28 1 ‘6 11 4 85 % 14 7 2 - - - 179 &
9 44 22 12 4 9 3 110 44 14 6 - - - - 189 7
10 20 1¢ 8 - 9 - 90 2 7 - - - - - 134 B
11 5 15 3 2 7 2 B8 46 5 - - - - - 113 &
12 8 4 2 Q 2 80 45 & - - - - - 106 &
13 10 7 A 2 8 2 680 46 3 - - - - -~ 98 &
B0}/ % A~ S

3205 1742 237 63 9§ 24 194** 269** 633 266 715 356 890 112 6677 327

'Imgerial Vly rell & truck includes Bekersfield SWhealer Ridge) fron June 29 through July 13.
mperial Vly totals do not include Bakersfield.

TABIE NO., 2 MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM DAILY TEMPERATURES IURING MAY, JUNE AND JULY. YUMA, ARIZONA.

MAY JUNE JULY
1 56 - %6 62 - 102 73 - 110
2 59 - 102 68 - 106 77 - 105
3 €2 - 103 7 - 100 79 - 105
4 65 - 101 63 - 94 78 - 107
£ 64 - 102 3 - 94 76 - 108
8 67 - 104 60 - 7 i - 110
' 72 - 103 65 - 97 75 - 113
A €5 - 102 65 - 102 81 - 110
& 69 - 102 72 - 103 81 - 110
16 70 - 100 67 - 101 3 - 110
i1 65 - 95 66 - 103 80 - 113
13 57 - 79 89 - 105 77 - 104
1z 52 N 83 70 - 101 68 - a9
3 55 - 79 60 - 84 73 - 165
i 54 - 78 57 - £3 71 - 104
8 52 - a1 59 - 91 70 - 107
17 52 - 84 &5 - 103 69 - 108
.8 58 - 94 67 - 108 80 - 106
9 63 - 94 75 - 109 80 - 106
0 60 - 89 €7 - 110 78 N 106
21 53 - 87 73 - 111 83 - 109
22 57 - 93 77 - 13 81 - 112
2 52 - 97 77 - 11 88 - 110
74 A1 - 93 77 - 115 a1 - 111
23 53 - 86 77 - 11z &5 = 109
2€ 58 - 81 75 - 108 83 - 107
2% 53 - 78 80 - 104 83 - 108
28 5E - 85 85 - 102 79 - 109
28 57 - 92 76 - 105 78 - 112
h 63 - 95 75 - 112 82 - 111
i _ ez - $9 81 - 112

!
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IABIE NO. 3 DAILY F.0.B. SHIPPING K
DATE | _36s _:_46s _: _ _ 27 _
June L
8 Too few sales to quotes /
9 7.00-7.50 6.00~7.00 A
10 7.00 6.00 6.50-7.00
1. 7,00 6.00 6.50-7.00
12 7.00 6.00 7.00
13 Saturday
14 nda; Y ) o4
15 6.50-7,00 5,50-6.00 6.00-6.50
17 6.50 5.50 6.00
18 «50 5.50 6.00
19 .50 5.50 6.00
20 Seturday p
21 unday Jo
22 6.50 5.50-6.,00 5,50
23 6.50 6.00 .50 1 b
24 6.50 6.C0 , 5.00-5.50
25 6.00-6.50 6.00. . 5,00 .-’
26 .50-6.C0 5,50-6.00 4.50-5.00
27 Saturday .
28 Sunday .
&8 EERE
JULY T o
1 6.00-6.50 4,00-4.50 5.00-5.50
2 6.50 «50
3 Legal holidey in observence of
4 Saturday
5 Sunde
6 50 50- 000 5. 00
7 5.00-5.50 4.50-5.00
8 5.00-5.50 4,00-4.50
9 4.50-5.00 4,00-4,50
10 .50 3.5
11 Saturday
12 Sunds,
13 Supplges insuficient to quote.

7.C0-7.50
7.00
7.C0
7.00-7.50
7.CO

7.00
7.C0
6.50-7.00
. .50

45s : 27s :
BLYTHE
6.00-6,50 68.50-~7.0Q
6.C0 6.50
6.00 6.50
6.00-6.50 6.50-7.00
6.CO 6.25~6.5Q

6.00-6.50 5,50-6.00
a 6

6.00-6.50 5.50-6.C

60 00—6. 50 5- 50"‘6. OC
5.50~6.00 5.00-5,50
5.560-6.00 5.C0
5.00
5.00
6.50 5.50
6.50 5.50

4,50-5.0G 6.C0

4.00-4.50

36s H 27s
IMFERIAL VLY
8,00-8.50  7.50-8.,C0
8.00 50
8. 00 7.50
7.50 7.00
7.CO 7.00
6.50 6.00
6.50 6. 00
6.50 6.00
6.50 os)
6.50 6.00
6.50 .50
50 5.50
6.50 .50
‘ mms:b*g:m
5.50~6.00  5.00
T
3.50~4.00  3.50-4.00

4.00~4.50 4.00

NO. 4 -~ 15 YEAR PIANTED ACFEAGE, TOTAL CRATES SHIFFED, YIEID, FIRST SHIFMENT, PEAK SHIFMENT.

TABIE

_____ TPLANTEDT T T T TOTAL TRATES™ — YIEID — ~ ~“W¥IRST ~~ ~ """ T~

DATE _ _ _ACRFAGE _ _ _ _ . SHIFEED _ _ PER 4CEE_ _ SHIFMENT _ _ IEAK DAY _ _ _ 1 FEAK VOLUME_ _

1950 10,842 1,512,13% 139 “May 156 June 12 22%

1951 13,351 2,068,58 155 w21 * 18 299

1852 13,2 2,060,248 156 " 23 "o 22 315

1953 14,494 2,233,157 157 " 20 " 24 396

1954 14,079 2,515,081 179 " 9 "oo21 333

1955 15,783 2,151,867 134 June 2 "o 22 329

1956 16,470 2,179,738 132 May 29 " 15 421

1957 13,023 1,358,394 104 22 "9 179

1958 10,471 1,625,545 146 "o24 " 16 205

1959 12,735 2,013,638 158 " 22 " 6 283

1860 12,454 2,099,970 169 " 26 " 5 264

1961 13,145 1,680,831 128 " 20 " 7 130

B ogE Zhels o 1E 0 oo 2

1964 18,013 2,128,583 118 June 1 v 26 268

Truck carlot equivalents for the years 1949-60 basis 310 cretes per car. 1961 — present basis 400,
e . hand ». NTS. ____________ — —

LRIE 10 B = B e R S e — = = SHIPMENTS ~SEASG

DATE RAIL TOTAL : _DATE_ _ _ PRAIL ___ _ TRUCK _ _ _ _ _ TOTAL _

1950 — ~ 4,/ T % 404~ ~ 5,158 — T — 1958 3,335 1,554 4,889

1951 6,106 811 6,917 : 1959 4,391 1,340 5,731

1952 6,300 734 7,034 ¢ 1860 4,099 1,451 5,550

1953 6,479 991 7,470 : 1961 2,874 1,279 4,153

1954 7,4C0 1,232 8,632 : 1962 3,819 1,469 5,288

1955 6,533 479 7,612 : 1963 3,742 N 1,874 5,616

1956 6,278 1,178 7,45 1 1964 3,273 1,742 5,015

1987 _ 3,392 _ _ _ _ _: 1,219 _ 4,811 _ _ _ o e

%rugk carlot equivalents for the years 1949-1960 basis 310 cares per truck., 1961 through present

asils

400 crates per car.




b ion bel iled from daily bulletins issued by the Federal-Btate Market
ﬁﬁstge:ﬁge?nShgwg:gwggecggl erai.l arrivals in the 16 mejor terminal merkets together
withiunlcadg gracghholdings enf truck ni'rivalghin c?i'lote:q:gﬂggtgﬁe 'ggf 192;5a flgpbige

n, ese
iggmnglug: weﬁ. :I.ngiggiggse Oun]c.ga Prghg dei "takeﬁmc;r diseppearance., The 16 principal
o

markets are comprised of: Atlante, Baltimore. Boston, Chicego, Cincinnati, Clevelend
Dallss, Detroi%? Kanses City, Minﬁeapolis-st Paul, New York, ﬁhiladelphia, Pittsburgh,

St. Louis, ond Yashington.
T == T T ToTads il Mok TIRERiT — ~ TeTI™ ~ Unlcads & ~ Track ~ TRk
Dete Arpi¥nls Diversions _ Holdings Arr. _ Dnte Arrivels Diversions Holdings Arr,  _

June June
P B B ;o33
10 g1 1c2 291 21 10 277 194 288 41
11 89 118 262 11 11 1C0 144 244 a7
12 40 112 190 17 12 116 137 223 23
13 Saturday 13 165 129 259 19
14 ¥y 12 114 217 15
15 163 151 202 28 15 Seturday
16 97 101 198 16 16 Sundey
17 86 102 182 23 17 301 177 341 49
18 64 102 144 19 18 134 153 317 13
3B sorway O 12 B 18 1% e 2

e tur

21 ay v 21 118 97 286 23
22 205 139 200 21 22 Saturday
23 93 78 235 33 23 Sunday
24 139 119 235 22 24 231 198 319 40
25 146 123 258 25 25 157 142 334 17
26 154 158 253 24 26 127 139 322 22
27 Saturday 27 117 142 297 15
28 Sunday 28 87 127 257 23
29 254 188 320 43 29 Saturdey

3 I{O 188 151 357 26 5 2150 Sunday

u u
i’ 175 159 373 40 { 198 e 246 33
2 152 172 353 18 2 103 .8 231 21
3 Holidey 3 63 2_123 161 17
4 Saturday 4 Holidey
5 Sunday 5 0 122 169 23
6 390 375 368 44 6 Saturday
? 110 143 335 22 7
8 196 135 396 20 8 201 171 199 36
9 121 145 372 20 9 77 100 176 18
10 103 137 338 23 10 78 8l 173 23
11 Saturday 11 7 05 145 11
12 Sundey 12 44 85 104 14
13 280 281 337 26
14 151 156 332 15

—** Unloads no available.. . .= o e



